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WHY DID JESUS COME TO EARTH? 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Luke 18:35-43 4:16-21 

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar 

35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 

36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37 They told him, 

“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But 

he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus stopped 

and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him, 

41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 

42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 And 

immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the 

people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 

Luke 18:35-43 4:16-21 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 

he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written,  18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty 

to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”  20 And he rolled up the scroll 

and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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Why was that little bitty baby born in Bethlehem? Why did God’s Son come to earth? 

Our most immediate response would be: Jesus came to earth to die for our sins. That is 

true! Jesus came to earth to die for our sins. Is that the whole answer? Isn’t there more 

to the message we preach and that God’s children go to proclaim where He sends 

thee? 

 

Missionaries were sent to Rwanda in Central Africa in the 1880’s. They preached to the 

Rwandans that Jesus came to earth to die for our sins. But something was missing from 

that message. Eventually, 80% of Rwandans became Christians. But in 1994, one group 

of Rwandans committed genocide against another group of Rwandans. Christians 

slaughtered Christians. From April to July 1994, 800,000 Rwandans were murdered. They 

were murdered by the Rwandan army. They were murdered by unofficial militias. But 

they were also murdered by their own neighbors, often with nothing more than a 

machete.   

 

However, we need not look so far as Africa to find Christians committing atrocities. 

How many Africans were murdered by Christians due to slavery, racism, and white-is-

superior kind of thinking? How many Africans died on the slave ships on their way to 

America? How many were killed when trying to escape? How many were lynched by 

mobs of Christian men? How many died when their businesses or churches were 

bombed?  

 

What do these two examples have in common? Something was missing in the 

message that was preached to those Christians. Or they would not have done the 

horrific crimes that they did. 

 

What had those Rwandan Christians and American Christians not been taught? 

Something that Jesus so very clearly taught.  

 

We see it in Luke chapter 18. There, we are told that a blind beggar came to Jesus, 

crying out, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!” What did Jesus do to have 

mercy on the beggar? Did Jesus tell him He came to earth to die for the blind 

beggar’s sins? No. Did Jesus preach the good news of the forgiveness of sins to the 
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blind beggar? No, on this occasion Jesus showed the blind beggar the good news. 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” Jesus asked the blind beggar. “Lord, I want to 

see,” the beggar replied. Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed 

you.”  

 

Healing, restoring of sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf, dead people raised 

from the dead, injustices put to right as when Jesus defended the woman caught in 

adultery, the hungry fed, people being loved instead of hated. These were the kinds of 

things happening wherever King Jesus went. Wherever the reign of God was being 

spread. Folks weren’t just hearing the good news. They were being shown the good 

news. Because Jesus didn’t just come to die for our sins, He came also to save us from 

our sins. He came to save us from all that sin does to us and to this creation. He came 

to put an end to sickness, death, poverty, injustice, oppression, sin, hatred, racism, and 

natural calamity. So, Jesus showed folks this good news by healing, raising, loving, 

forgiving, caring for the poor, defending, stilling the wind and the waves, and 

reaching out across racial divides to Samaritans and Gentiles. Jesus didn’t just come to 

die for our sins. He came to save us from our sins. 

 

That’s the whole message. That’s the message we’re supposed to teach and preach. 

So, that we don’t just preach the good news. We show the good news. Ancient Israel 

was given specific direction on how to show the good news. They were given specific 

direction on how to treat the alien and the stranger within their gates. They were given 

specific direction on how to care for the poor and thus end injustice and oppression. 

Every seven years was a year of the Lord’s favor when all debts were to be canceled. 

Every fifty years was the year of the Lord’s favor when all slaves were to be released 

and all land was to be returned to the original owners. And at every harvest time, a 

percentage of the harvest was to be left in the field for the poor. There were to be no 

more poor among the Israelites, Deuteronomy 15:4.  

 

How did Israel do on that? How did they do in showing the good news? How have we 

done on that? Are there poor among us in this country? Are there poor people, even 

poor nations in the world? We picture the Israelites as being sent into exile in Babylon 

because of idolatry, skipping worship at the temple so that they could bow before 

their idols at home.  
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Isaiah paints a different picture. “The multitude of your sacrifices – what are they to 

Me?” says the Lord. “Stop bringing meaningless offerings! New Moons, Sabbaths, and 

convocations – I cannot bear your assemblies… Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! 

Seek justice and encourage the oppressed!! This is that what you call a fast, a day 

acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the 

chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free?” (Isaiah 

1:11,13,16,17; 58:5-6)  That indictment carries over to the church still today in the words 

of 1 John 3: “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has 

no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (1 John 3:17) In other words, it’s 

one thing to preach the good news. It’s another to show the good news, to know 

where and to whom God is sending thee.  

 

But Jesus knew exactly to whom God was sending Him and what message He was to 

bring. In the synagogue in Nazareth He was handed the scroll of Isaiah to read and 

preach from. He could have read the part in Isaiah about dying for our sins: “He was 

pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was on Him.” (53:5) But, you know what Jesus read from Isaiah that 

day: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach good 

news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery 

of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.” (61:1-2, Luke 4:18-19) 

 

Was that just a fluke? Was Jesus just not on His game that day? Well, sometime later 

Jesus was visited by some of John the Baptist’s disciples. They were sent to ask Jesus if 

He was really the Messiah or had John’s work been in vain. To prove He was the 

Messiah, did Jesus point out His preaching of the forgiveness of sins? No. This is the 

message Jesus sent to John. “Go back and report to John what you have seen as well 

as heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” 

(Luke 7:22-23) 
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Jesus knew exactly where to go, to whom God was sending Him, and what message 

He was to bring: good news both to preach and to show. Why didn’t God send His Son 

straight from heaven into hell to suffer spiritually so we can go to heaven? Why was He 

born in Bethlehem? Why did He come to earth, born poor, without status or political 

power? Because He was to suffer bodily, He was to suffer illness and injury, hunger and 

thirst, injustice and oppression, hatred and physical death, because that’s what we 

humans suffer. He was to suffer bodily what we suffer bodily in order to redeem these 

bodies and fix all that is wrong in this physical world. Today.  

 

As Jesus said regarding good news for the poor and sight for the blind and freedom for 

the prisoner in His sermon in Nazareth: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” Today, Jesus is redeeming this world. And also not yet. Only when the new 

heaven and the new earth come will every tear be wiped from our eyes, as it says in 

Revelation 21. But just because Jesus’ work of redeeming the world won’t be 

complete till the Last Day doesn’t mean it is being postponed. Jesus is redeeming the 

world wherever He sends thee. And He would assure you of the same thing He was 

assuring John the Baptist: Your labor is not in vain. Through you, the church, Jesus is still 

both preaching the good news of the forgiveness of sins and showing that good news 

through your forgiving others, loving others, defending others, your efforts to bridge 

racial divides, and your care for the poor, of which we will learn more next week. 

 

Amen 

 


